
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 4 
(1 Kings 4:1-19 - Some of Solomon’s Officials) 

 

1 Kings 4:1-6 - Inner circle, cabinet 

 

 Key Figures: High Priest - Azariah, son of Zadok  Leading General - Benaiah, son of Jehoiada 

 

v. 5 - “the king’s friend” - NET note: Heb "close associate of"; a title for an adviser, not just an acquaintance 

 

1 Kings 4:7-19 - 12 deputies 

 

1 Kings 4:7 - 12 “deputies” ESV: “officers”, NET, NLT, NIV: “district governors”  cp. President v. Governors 

 

cp. 12 disciples ruling over the 12 tribes 

 

Matthew 19:27-28 - Then Peter said to Him, "Behold, we have 

left everything and followed You; what then will there be 

for us?"  28 And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, 

that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the 

Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall 

sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

 

Luke 22:28-30 - "You are those who have stood by Me in My 

trials;  29 and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, 

I grant you  30 that you may eat and drink at My table in 

My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve 

tribes of Israel.  

 

v. 5 - “one governor over all the land” - cp David ruling 

under Jesus 

 

Ezekiel 34:23-24 - "Then I will set over them one shepherd, 

My servant David, and he will feed them; he will feed them 

himself and be their shepherd.  24 "And I, the LORD, will be 

their God, and My servant David will be prince among them; I 

the LORD have spoken. 
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Ezekiel 37:25 - "They will live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will 

live on it, they, and their sons and their sons' sons, forever; and David My servant will be their prince forever.  

 

Hosea 3:5 - Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king; and they will 

come trembling to the LORD and to His goodness in the last days.   

 

1 Kings 4:20-25 - partial fulfillment of Abrahamic promise (numerous, land) 

 

v. 20 & 21 - the reference to “as numerous as the sand of the seashore” (v. 20), the described land area (v. 21) and the 

evidence of Solomon ruling over their enemies (v. 21, 24) → clear references to the Abrahamic Covenant 

 

Genesis 12:1-3 - Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from 

your country, And from your relatives And from your father's 

house, To the land which I will show you;  2 And I will make 

you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name 

great; And so you shall be a blessing;  3 And I will bless 

those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. 

And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."  

 

Genesis 12:7 - The LORD appeared to Abram (in Canaan) and 

said, "To your descendants I will give this land." So he built 

an altar there to the LORD who had appeared to him.  

 

Genesis 13:14-15 - The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had 

separated from him, "Now lift up your eyes and look from the 

place where you are, northward and southward and eastward 

and westward;  15 for all the land which you see, I will give 

it to you and to your descendants forever.  

 

Genesis 13:17 - "Arise, walk about the land through its 

length and breadth; for I will give it to you."  

 

Genesis 15:7 - And He said to him, "I am the LORD who brought 

you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 

possess it.”  

 

Genesis 15:18 -  On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your descendants I have given this land, 

From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: 

 

Genesis 17:4-8 - "As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, And you will be the father of a multitude of nations.  5 

"No longer shall your name be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I will make you the father of a 

multitude of nations.  6 "I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come 

forth from you.  7 "I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  8 "I will give to you and 

to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and 

I will be their God."  

 

Genesis 22:17 - indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and 

as the sand which is on the seashore; (cp. 1 Kings 4:20) and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  (cp. 1 

Kings 4:21, 24) 

 

This is quite the time in Israel.  Under Solomon, the Abrahamic covenant is being fulfilled in it’s greatest realization.  They are 

in the land, blessed, living peace, under a good king whose rule is extending beyond the regions of Canaan. 

 

They are living in a time where they possess the land, have blessing, many descendants and peace on every side.  This was God’s 

vision for His people and it is being realized during Solomon’s reign! 

 

v. 25 - “every man under his vine and fig tree” 

 

This phrase implies a freedom and independence of the “common man.”  If a farmer has a vine and a fig tree, they have 

some significant resources and if they are “living in safety” with “every man under his vine and fig tree” he isn’t under 

foreign occupation, nor is he being unjustly or overly taxed by his own kingdom.  He is enjoying the fruit of his own 

labor rather than giving it to someone else.  There is also the image of peace and safety if he is able to do this. 

 

This imagery used by the later prophets to speak of God’s eternal kingdom. 

 

Micah 4:1-4  And it will come about in the last days That the mountain of the house of the LORD Will be 

established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, And the peoples will stream to it.  2 

Many nations will come and say, "Come and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God 

of Jacob, That He may teach us about His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For from Zion will go forth 

the law, Even the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  3 And He will judge between many peoples And render 

decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares And their spears into 

pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they train for war.  4 Each 

of them will sit under his vine And under his fig tree, With no one to make them afraid, For the mouth of the LORD 

of hosts has spoken. 

  

Zechariah 3:10 'In that day,' declares the LORD of hosts, 'every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under 

his vine and under his fig tree.'" 

 

This language describe the beauty and joy associated with Solomon’s reign.  And what it will be like in the future 

kingdom can be seen in what it was like then. 

 

If you want to see what the future will be like, looking at Solomon’s reign gives you some good insight! 

 

1 Kings 4:26-34 - Solomon’s Personal Greatness  
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Wealth and wisdom (just as God said he would give him in 1 Kings 3:11-13) 

 

 

Closing thoughts/observations:  What started as a life-less listing of officials and positions turns out to be a window into the 

greatest days of the kingdom of Israel.  When we stop and look and ask God to show us something, we can see the reason why He 

has recorded what he has recorded in Scripture.  This isn’t just a list of names in haplessly preserved in vain, these are the 12 

officials who ruled over Solomon’s kingdom and help us see why Jesus promised his 12 disciples they would do the same.  This isn’t 

just a random mention of rivers and towns, this is a partial fulfillment of an ancient promise of God to Abraham.  And the entire 

chapter itself gives us a clear view into what God’s eternal kingdom will be like. 

 

The Bible is amazing!  If we approach it with the heart to know God, hear from God and understand the “why’s and “what” it all 

means, we often are invited by the divine author Himself to see supernatural things. 
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